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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21, 2026 

 
Approach to God 

 
Prelude      (a time of quiet reflection as we prepare for worship) 
  Processional on “O God of Every Nation”           - arr. David Neff 
 
Greeting 
 
Introit      297      “Open Our Eyes” (refrain only 2x)  
 Come and bring light to a people in darkness. 
 Come, set us free from the chains we have made. 
 We are your people, the flock that you tend. 
 Lord, open our eyes once again. 
 
Call to Worship and Opening Gestures 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
The light no darkness can overcome.  
Jesus Christ is the living Word.  
Through the Word, God draws near to us. 
Jesus Christ is the living water.  
At the font, we are sealed with the Spirit. 
Jesus Christ is the great table host.  
At the table, we are welcomed and nourished by Christ who reigns over all.  

 
Gathering Hymn      282      “O God of Every Nation”                            

O God of every nation, of every race and land, 
redeem the whole creation with your almighty hand. 
Where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled, 
in love and mercy guide us, and heal our strife torn world. 
 
From search for wealth and power, and scorn for truth and right, 
from trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night, 
from pride of race and nation and blindness to your way, 
deliver every nation, eternal God, we pray! 
 
Lord, strengthen those who labor that we may find release 
from fear of rattling saber, from dread of war's increase. 
When hope and courage falter, Lord, let your voice be heard; 
with faith that none can alter, your servants undergird. 
 
Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, 
when hatred and division give way to love and peace, 
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign, 
and Christ shall rule victorious o'er all the world's domain. 

 
God’s Greeting and the Peoples’ Amen  
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Prayer of Confession 
Ever merciful God, you said “Let us make humankind in our own image.” (Genesis 1:26) 
Forgive us, we pray, for the times we have only recognized your image  
in those who look, think, and act like us. 
You said “Six days you shall labor and do all your work.  
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work— 
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock,  
or the alien resident in your towns.” (Exodus 20:9-10) 
Forgive us, we pray, for the times we have imagined ourselves too important to rest  
and treated others as unworthy of time off. 
You said “You shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather the gleanings  
of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for the alien.” (Leviticus 23:22) 
Forgive us, we pray, for the times we have hoarded your blessings  
and acted as if the poor, the homeless, and the refugee deserve their reality. 
You said “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,  
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  (Hebrews 13:1) 
Forgive us, we pray, for the times we have closed doors, hearts, and churches  
to those whom we judge too strange or different. 
You said “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,  
and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22) 
Forgive us, we pray, for the times we have hated, brooded, divided, hurried, been cruel, 
stingy, disloyal, harsh, and self-indulgent. 
(please continue to offer your silent prayers) 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance and Guidance 
 
Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 

 
Word of God in Proclamation and Sacrament 

 
Children’s Message and Blessing      955      “Mungu ni mwema / Know that God is Good”  
 Mungu ni mwema. Mungu ni mwema. 

Mungu ni mwema, ni mwema, ni mwema. 
 
Know that God is good. Know that God is good. 
Know that God is good, God is good, God is good. 

 
A Reading from Jeremiah 20:7-13 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
A Reading from Romans 6:1b-11 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Song of Preparation      752      “Dawk’yah towgyah / Take the Saving Word of God” 

Take the saving Word of God; 
put it first within your life. 
Nothing comes before God’s Holy Word. 

 
A Reading from Matthew 10:24-39 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to You, O Christ.             

 
Sermon      “You’re Worth at Least…15 Sparrows! (No Peace)”       
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Invitation to the Table      “All Ye Refugees”                      - Sandra McCracken 
I am the One, the earth is my handmade work, 
the skies, I laid them wide, beauty unfurled. 
Horizon to horizon, creation to creation, sings you home. 
 

Refrain: Welcome home, gather 'round. All ye refugees, come in. (x2) 
 

Oh, refugee, I did not cast you out, in death and broken ground, salvation springs. 
My body and my blood, the healing that you need, come and receive.  Refrain 
 

Watch and wait and see, what is yet to be. Watch and wait and see, for the morning. 
 

Go out in joy, and join the great procession. 
The mountains and the heavens all will rejoice. 
Horizon to horizon, creation to creation, with one voice.   Refrain 

 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Meaning and Invitation to the Table 

We warmly welcome all baptized followers of Jesus Christ to this meal of grace. If you are not prepared to join in the 
meal this morning, we encourage you to use this time for prayerful reflection. If you have yet to be baptized and would 
like to learn more, please see one of the elders or ministers following the service. 

 

Great Thanksgiving Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We do well to praise you, and in this we are not alone… 
With them, we sing the song of your everlasting glory. 
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Now, Holy God, lest we believe what we have to offer is more than you have to give… 
flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone, he came. 
 
Together we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Holy and gracious God, present with us now… 
and resolve to love and follow Christ forever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution and Distribution 

Upon instruction from the minister, we invite you to partake of simple elements you have prepared at home. 
 

Our Grateful Response to God 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Offertory 
 
Doxology (rhythmic version) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heav’nly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Sending Song      318      “Help Us Accept Each Other” 
 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
 teach us as sister, brother each person to embrace. 
 Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe 
 we are ourselves accepted, and meant to love and live. 
 
 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life 
 we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
 Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
 to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 
 
 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
 in living situations to do the truth in love, 
 to practice your acceptance until we know by heart 
 the table of forgiveness, and laughter’s healing art. 
 
 Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
 who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
 we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
 renew us with your Spirit, Lord, free us, make us one! 
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Sending Litany  
At the table, we commune with Christ and his body throughout the world,  
So we go in hope of the glorious heavenly banquet,  
where all God’s people will see Jesus face-to-face.  
At the font, we are marked with the truth that God loved us first.  
So we go in love:  
for one another, ourselves, and the world so loved by God.  
Embraced and addressed by God’s living Word,  
We go with the assurance of God’s steadfast mercy.  
Reborn by the Spirit as children of light,  
We use our lives to bring light and joy to all places.  

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude      “Help Us Accept Each Other”                           - arr. Mark Sedio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship acknowledgments: 
 
Permission to reprint and/or podcast/stream under One License #A-717231; all rights reserved. 
§ “Dawk’yah towgyah / Take the Saving Word of God” – Words: Pawltay (Kiowa); English vers. John Thornburg, Eng. vers. © 2008 General Board of Global Ministries. Music: 

Unknown (Kiowa); transcr. Carlton R. Young from the CD With Our Voices ranscr. © 2008 General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusil. 
§ “Help Us Accept Each Other” – Words: Fred Kaan © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Finnish, harm. David Evans from the Revised Church Hymnary, reproduced by 

permission of Oxford University Press. 
§ “Mungu ni mwema / Know that God is Good” – Words: Anonymous. Music (MUNGU NI MWEMA): Anonymous; arr. John L. Bell (b. 1949) © 1990, 2008 Wild Goose Resource 

Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive North American agent. 
§ “O God of Every Nation” – Words: William W. Reid Ji, alt. © 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Music: Welsh, 19th c., P.D. 
§ “Open Our Eyes” – Words and Music: Kevin Keil © 1998 Lorenz Publishing Company. 
§ Sanctus - from the Deutsche Mass (F. Schubert) adapt. R. Proulx © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. 
§ Postlude: “Help Us Accept Each Other” - arr. Mark Sedio © 1998 Augsburg Fortress, published © 2001 Augsburg Fortress. 

Permission to reprint and/or podcast/stream because it is Public Domain. 
§ “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” - Words: Thomas Ken, 1709, P.D. Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551, P.D. 

 
Miscellaneous acknowledgements: 
§ Prelude: “Processional for Organ on Llangloffan” - arr. David Neff (b. 1947) © 2023, purchased via JWPepper.com. 
§ “All Ye Refugees” - Chelsey Scott, Keellie Haddock, Flo Paris © 2015 Drink Your Team Music, admin. by Music Services. Recorded by Sandra McCracken. 
§ Call to Worship and Sending Litany written by James Schetelich. 
§ Great Thanksgiving Prayer from A Wee Worship Book, Fifth Incarnation © 2015 Wild Goose Resource Group. 
§ Prayer of Confession written by Rev. Dr. Tim TenClay, https://www.faithward.org/world-refugee-sunday-worship-toolkit/ 

http://jwpepper.com/
https://www.faithward.org/world-refugee-sunday-worship-toolkit/
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